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for families to work together to give 
back to Hong Kong and to make a 
difference in the local community.”

The Foundation is led by Leontine 
Chuang who joined as Chief 
Executive Officer in early 2019. 
Leontine began her career as a 
corporate lawyer, but her passion 
for service to others led her to move 
into the non-profit space, working 
at a number of non-profits and also 
serving on the board of her family’s 
charitable foundation in Hong Kong. 
She believes “the ACF provides 
a unique opportunity for the Club 
community to provide much needed 
support to local charities through 
charitable giving and programmatic 
as well as professional skills-based 
volunteering.” With three primary 
school-aged children herself, 
Leontine also hopes to be able to 
build a family volunteering program to 
impart the importance of volunteering 
and helping in the local community.

For Good
The American Club Foundation—helping the Club 
community create positive impact in Hong Kong

(L/R) Michelle Cheung, Leontine Chuang, Janet Wang & Jane Ho get 
training from Kids4Kids to prepare to go to a community centre in 
Shau Kei Wan to participate in their Buddy Reading Program.

At the Country Club’s “Your Voice” event, (L/R) Janet Wang, Ali Debow 
& Lauren Kahm stand ready to pack cookies to be distributed by Club 
volunteers on an ImpactHK Kindness Walk.

Legacy of Caring 
One of the key aims of the ACF is to 
provide opportunities for member 
families to volunteer together. 
Research published in 2014 from 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
has shown that parents who actively 
volunteer increase their child’s 
likelihood of volunteering later in life 
by as much as 53%. 

For Kevin’s family, homelessness is 
an issue that his family has always 
cared about. Kevin brought his 
daughter, 13-year-old Zoe, and her 
friend Meghan Lim, on a Kindness 
Walk organized with ImpactHK, a 
local charity focusing on improving 
the lives of the homeless. By the end 
of 2019, over 40 Club members and 
friends had joined ImpactHK founder 
Jeff Rotmeyer for walks around To 
Kwa Wan to provide supplies and 
food to the homeless. Of Rotmeyer, 
Kevin says that “his beneficiaries are 
people that we pass every day, but 

As the Club approaches its 100th 
anniversary, the Board of Governors 
felt the need to create an opportunity 
for members to meaningfully 
engage with the broader Hong Kong 
community. Former Club President 
Kevin Tranbarger worked with a 
team of members instrumental in 
the creation of the American Club 
Foundation (ACF). Kevin and others 
on the Board of Governors “felt 
that we could be doing a lot more 
for the larger community by raising 
awareness, encouraging Club 
participation, and fostering community 
through participating in charitable 
work. We hope the ACF can become 
one of the pillars of the Club alongside 
the golf, wine and tennis societies.”

The American Club previously 
supported local charities in a number 
of ways. According to Vanessa 
Chien, who has served on both the 
Club and Foundation Boards, there 
was a desire “to create a platform 
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most people don’t think twice about 
them. It’s clear Jeff knows them well 
and cares for them. It was an eye-
opening experience to go on the walk 
with Jeff.” 

Seeing firsthand the living conditions 
of Hong Kong’s homeless, Zoe and 
Meghan have since decided to switch 
the focus of their school charity 
project to ImpactHK. They also want 
to continue to help after their school 
charity project is completed. 

The ACF also worked with Kids4Kids 
and their Buddy Reading Program. 
The program aims to help foster a 
love of reading and improve literacy 
for local children from low-income 
families. Members and their children 
had the opportunity to read books 
with local children. Club Governor Lin 
Shi participated with her seven-year-
old daughter, Linea Furber. “While 
donating is important, it’s even more 
important to get to know the people 
we are trying to help. Volunteering 
helps her [Linea] broaden her 
horizons and learn about empathy,” 
according to Lin.

Skills for Good 
Many of our Club’s members are also 
leaders and experts in the business 
community. The ACF is creating 
opportunities for members to give 
not just much needed financial 
resources, but more importantly their 
time and professional skills. 

In September 2019, a few volunteers 
from the Club participated in a 
Hackathon for Good with Asian 
Charity Services, an organization 
that provides consulting services 
and other professional assistance 
to other non-profits. The Hackathon 
was a cross-sector collaboration 
on Design Thinking between non-
profits, social enterprises and 
passionate volunteers. 

One Club member who volunteered 
is Rob Leonardi, Regional CEO 
of an insurance company. Rob 
says that the Hackathon was a 
“great opportunity to understand 

why people volunteer and see 
how business acumen can help 
non-profits succeed at their social 
objectives even better.” 

The Year Ahead
It is important to the ACF to connect 
the membership with causes they are 
passionate about. To build its 2020 
programs, the ACF surveyed Club 
members and found three themes of 
interest to the membership: poverty 
and homelessness, environment 
and sustainability, and food waste. 
ACF will build their programming 
around these themes in 2020. 
The Foundation will also continue 
a reading program for children 
from low-income families, as well 
as offer professional skills-based 
volunteering activities. 

How You Can Help
Club member Genevieve 
Siebengartner, who has attended 
multiple ACF activities with her 
family, mentions that she hopes 
more Club members will get involved 
with volunteer activities in 2020. She 
believes this would help bring the 
Club community closer together.

You can help by participating in 
activities this year. These activities are 
open to members and their friends. 
You can also let the ACF know about 
causes that you and your family are 
passionate about. 

If you wish to learn more about the 
many social issues in Hong Kong, 
you can also attend one of the 
sessions in the “Your Voice” series—
talks that connect Club members to 
experts and leaders in the Hong Kong 
non-profit space. 

Together, we can make a meaningful 
difference in the larger Hong Kong 
community. 

To keep in touch with Foundation 
initiatives, sign-up for the ACF mailing list 
by sending an email to info@acfhk.org.

Follow us on social media 
Instagram: ACFOUNDATIONHK 
Facebook: American Club Foundation  
Website: www.acfhk.org

Written by Anna Vallesteros, a Club 
member and volunteer with the ACF. Anna 
is formerly a project manager and currently 
teaches swimming to adults and children. 

Club members (L/R) Rob Leonardi, Joshua Wang, Leontine Chuang & Ilene Levy 
used their professional skills to help NGOs develop programs using design thinking 

at the Asian Charity Services, Design Thinking for Social Good.


